NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,

Mr. CLAY AND THE PRESIDENCY,
In the subjoined brief and simple paragraphs
of aleuwer from this eminent Statesman which has
been shown us, there is, no doubt, enough to open
10 us a view into the calmer recesses of that great
and sincere mind, as freely disclosed—because
without [we know) the smallest idea of publicity—
10 the trusted friend 10 whom he writes, and who
thinks this litde extract is of a character 1o give
pleasure 1o the many of all parties who look upon
Mr. Cray as

Clarum et venerubile nomen,
Et multum qui profuit civitati nostra.

We must, to do justice, add that the letter itsell
1# one 1o a private person and man of business only,
and that the extract embraces @/l that he says about
polities, in reply to a few remarks on that subject,
introduced into a letter of business.  The character
of these remarks is such as may be easily inferred
from the answering allusions.  The closing one re-
fers 10 the interest in the event, for his sake, which
bis correspondent has expressed, The date is of
the 18th instant,

It ie certainly pleasant to be permitted thus to
peep, as it were, into the unstudied confidence of
such a man, and find all there so worthy of him, of
the great cause which he has invineibly upheld,
and so firmly fixed in that high feeling of duty
which has been the leading and constant idea of
Mr. Crav’'s public life.

Exrtract rrovw THE LETTER 0F MR. Crav,

** Like 'vourself, 1 am unable to anticipate the results of
¢ either of the two great Conventions now nigh at hand ; and
¢ from all [ hear, it is equally dificult a1 Washington to form
44 a cotrect opinion. [ Jearn that great heat and excitement
¢ exist among the members of Congress.

I perforined a reluctant daty in acquiescing in the sub.
** mission of my name to the consideration of the Philadel-
* phiz Convention. Whatever the issue may be, | have
** thereby secured myself against all responsibulity and all just
#« reproaches, and [ shall be content.”

A LETTER FROM Mg. BENTON,
FROM THE NEW ¥ORK EVENING POST.

Mn. Bixrox ox tue New Trsr.—In a letter written n
$ear ago, Mr. Benton exposed the danger of the new test of
sttechment to the extension of slavery, which was then Just
beginning o be mentioned, but which has since been boldly
and arrogantly imposed, not only in the case idates for
office in the General Government, but in the case of delegates
to the National Convention of thé Democratic party. The
language in which he spoke of this test does credit both to
his gense of justice and to his foresight. He said: * The
Presidential election of 1848 is the crisie, and if the new test
can be made to govern that election, I shall consider the
danger cousummated, and that there would so be an end,
not only of the Democratic party, but of parties founded upon
principle, acd finally of the Union itself.”

We give the entire letter, which iz as perfectly applicable
10 the state of things now existing as if it had been written
yestesdsy :

MR. BENTON'S LETTER
T the Chairmun of the Howard county Convention which
sominaled him for the Preadeney.
St. Lovs, Mar 7, 1847,

Drar Sim : T take the first moment of leisure after my ar-
rival at this place 1o answer vour Kind communication of the
1d1h of January, and 1o let you know how much I was pained
ut seeing the proceedings ol the most respectable meeting of
wiich you were chairtnan. It was preciscly 10 forestall and
prevent such manifestations in my favor that T spoke to the
puint of the next Presidency in my speech at Boonville, in the
summer of 1844 ; and all the seotunents which I then ex-
pressed remain in full force now, strengthened and confirmed
vy sl that has since happened. [ then hrought forward the
glaring faet that, in about fifty years existence of this Federal
Government, the Democracy of the North had given but one
Presdemt 1o the Union, and that one but for a single term ;
ead this (of late) from a Southern opposition to Northern
mes.  And 1 then took it on myself to say that this course of
things wounid bave to be changed, otherwise there would be
an end to the Democratic party, or any other party founded
on political principles, and expressed my gratification thaw Mr. |
Polk’s carly and voluntary seli-denial bad cleared the way for
a Nurthern Democratic candidate in 1818,

These were my sentiments in 1844 ; they are my senti-
ments now, and are not to be abandoned at the coming elee-
tion, when | see a new scheme developed from the South for
the permanent exclusion of all Northern men from Southern
support of the Presidency. The firebrand resolutions intro-
duced ints the Senate tiwards the close of the session, and
their practicable application to Oregon, (hy which we lost the
Oregon bill, and leave the people of that Territory a year |
Jonger without law or government,) reved) this scherne and |
present 1 new test op the slave question which no Northern

man can stand, and which, if adopted by the South, must
putan end to all future Democracy. Heretofore we, the

slaveholding States, have s200d together on two points—ide-
fence and comprouise—the defence of property und instita- |
 tions, and the compromise of the laws and of the constitution: |
and on these two points the great majority of the North, of |
both poiitucal parties, have been able to stand with us.

But now & new position is to be taken—one on which na |

Northern man can stand. Propagandism is now the doctrine |
©f & political sect which assames 20 be the standard bearers of |
ull the sixvenolding States ; and to plant u slavery by-law in
all the Territories of the United States—svon the most remote |
and hyperborean ; even Oregon iteelf, and against the will Df:
its inhabitanis—becomes the dewgn and sttemnpt | The wards

of the resolutions, and the speeches in their favor, and their |

practicable spplication of the (Osegon bill, all e this; and
e | | newd not enter hers npon the injustice that has been done to
Inical test, to be applied to all Presidential canddates in ti !

1

show that the new doctrize is intendad to be made & new po-

w0 come ; and, like all new tests, intended to supersede all
former ones, and to constitute the sole criterion fur the trigl of
candidates.  Now, every body must see that, il this new 1est
shall Le giopted by the slaveholding States, there is an end 1o
ell political support of Northeru men in these Stutes ; that the

present organmation nf|irtiﬂ must be broken up, apd & new |

panty furmed, vounded by geographical lines, and resting on
the sole principle of slavery propagandism. | am not pre-
pared for such w state of parties, nor for the effect which it
would bave upon the harmony and stability of our Federal
Union.

1 see great danger in this new move, and foel the necessity
of meeting it at ones.  ln fact, we must meet it st onee, or
not at all ¢ for it is pressed upon ue now, and will conquer us
if we do not conquer it. The Presidential election of 1848
is the crisis, and, if the new test can be made to govern thet
eiection, | shall consider the danger consummated ; and that
there must soon be an erd not onlv of the Democratic party,
bat of parties founded upon prineple, and eventually an end
of the Union itsell, Instead, tnen, of indulging a parsonsl or

feeling in favor of particular candidates, let us (the De-
amocratic party ) look to what the good of the Union snd of the
rty requires, snd wait o receive a candidate from that see-
on of the Union which has given but one D moeiatic Presi-
dent in near sixty yoars, and that one but for a single Term,

SPEECH OF Mg, DAVIS,
oF xuueuusx'l"rs,
On the Proposed Occupation of Yucatan.

In Sewars, Mav 11, 1848,

The Senate resumed, as ia Committee of the whole, the
consideration of the bill to enable the President of the United
States to take temporary military cccupation of Yucatan.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said : In the few remarks
which | propose to make upon this subject, 1 shall not attempt to
confize myself to the amendment, which alone is uppropri-
ately uader discussion, or to discriminate between the amend-
ment and the bill, but rather to the general question which is
presented for the consideration of the Senate. Some time
ago, «'r, we were admonished that a message would be sent
in by the Executive, demanding our i liate attenti a
messige emergent in its character, relating to s matter, as was
general'y understood in the Senate, which admitted of no de-
lay. The meseage came here, sir, sccompanied by certain
documents ; and thereon a bill was reported, the title of which
you have just read ; a bill, sir, pruqac'mg to lake temporary
military eccupation of the Sute of Yucatan, and proposing
not W reud vur assistance, ns many suppoce, o o country dis-
tressed and demanding aid from our humanity to save the in-
habitants from extermination ; not to send them ¢ to
assist in maintaining their jurisdiction over their territory, and
thus establishing their authority, but to take possession in our
own name, and munfain it in our own right, by establishirg
a government of our own. [t is not, therefore, a mere ques-
tion of hnmanity, but one of appropriation to our own use,
and therefore involves considerations of very grave character,
and jor one [ ain greatly obliged to the hoporable Senator from
South Carvlina, who so promptly met this subject at the out-
sel, and warned the public of tts importance. It comes here,
sir, assuming, as a pretext, the claims of humanity. That

we are sften assured by the evidenee before us that their nam-
bers gratly exceed those of the Spanish population. They
constitae the principal portion of the inhabitants of that ccun-
try. Ve are asked, then, sir, to interfere between these two
races, bth acknowledged citizens of the State, to establish the
power ind authority of those of Spanish descent, amouning
to some 50,000, and to bring into subjection the aborigina in-
habitans as well as the mixed race, amounting to sime
600,000, Mr. President, is the class of Indians referred 1o,
what they are represented to be by the commissioner and in |
this derate, savages ? Do they deserve to be placed sning |
the rags of barbarians * It is a fact that, when the const lu-
tion of Yucatun was formed years ago, these people were 1d-
mitied to all the rights of citizenship, and that they have ex-
erciscd these rights as fully and us ungualifiedly from that pe-
riod tothe present as any other of the inhabitants of that Stap. |
"Phis fict is stated in various places, upon the suthority of |
many i iluals, and among them the commissioner. Lo |
informe ne that they were not oni{ admitted to all the righ s |
und pricileges of citizenship, but have held many offices i |
the Stgte, and have filled many political stations of honor anl
responsilility. | thiok, teo, it must be within the recollectio
of ‘many gentlemen that woe of this race of Indians, I knov
not whether o, Yucatunese, represented the Mexican Goverr-
ment in a diplomatic station here. By what right, then, &
you call this whole people a race of suvages ! By what righ
do you sigmatize them as uncivilized degraded savages’
The larger portion of them are probably in a comparatively de
graded condition ; but they have had the benefit of an inter
course wih civilized society for some three hundred anl
it is idle t sy that they have not profited by it. T do not un-
derstand Liem to be a set of nomadic tribes, but, in the main
a people who have fixed habitations, live by cultivation of th:
suil, or arc collected in villages, towns, and cities, the sam:
a8 other inysbitants of that eountry, 1 do not this de
seription of their way of living is applicable to all, but it is v
a portion of them, and a large one, Wo.

Now, sir, what are we asked to do? Why, to take mil-

was the principal ground upon which at first it was placed
There has been information repeatedly demanded since upon
the sulbject, and we have, [ believe, no less than three instal-
ments of doc ts and now in print which have
been furnished by the Executive, which are now lying on my
table, furnisbing information relative to this subject ; and, sir,
upon what bass does the matter stand at this moment ! 17 ]
may be pemitted 1o express an opinion, with. all due respect

to gentlemen who take contrary positions, 1 would say that all
grounde of humanity ure substantially absndpned, and that we
are called on pow to act upon a question of expediency. It

se.ms to me, i, W have assumed that shape and form, snd
for one [ am greatly obliged to the chairman of the Commitiee
on Foreign Relations for his frankness. He did not, in the
course of his remarks, omit to urge vur duty on the score of
humanity; still he chiefly discussed the higher and more im-
portant bearing of the question—the expediency quiring

tary occupation of this iry. The 8 from Alabana
explained and developed the meaning of this term a little o
the amendment which he offered. We are to take and kep
possession of the country until the weaker portion of the p

ple are capable of protecting themselves, or the Mexican Giv-
ernment is able to render them suituble protection. Now if
these one hundred and twenty thousand Indians, includisg
men, women, and children, are sufficient to expel the Mexi-
can people from the country, and to cause them to send a rep-
resentative here to beg our assistance, how long, sllowing we
take possession, shall we have to wait for this people to graw
sufliciently strong to take care of themselves I these savage
prople have expelled Moxican armies—one of five thousand,
and another of eleven thousand, ut different timesfrom the
country—how long shall we have to keep ion of Yueca-
tan lefore Mexico herself would be able to afford the requisite
pr ?  When, 1 ask, sir, in view of these circumstan-

of

the territory for our own use. The chairman of the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs, the distinguished Senator from
Michigan, who occupied our attention through the day yester-
day, employed the greater puriion of his time in laboring to
prove that it is not cnly expedient but our duty to take pos-
session, in some way or by some means, which he does not
very gatislactonily explain, of the whole coast of the Gulf of
Mexico ; and why is this necesswry or expedient ?  Because,
argued the geatleman, it is for the interest of this country so
to do. We have, he urged, a great commerce passing through
this gulf which may be inurrupted by others if they

the adjacent eountry, and therefore we ought, for our own
security, to huld the whole coast.  That is the srgument, sir,
stripped of all plausibility; this is the object to be attained,
and we are to begin by making Yucatan our own. . Without
at present dwelling longer upon this aspect of the cnse, it is
enough for me here to ssy that the question has pow become
a very imporiant one. It hus become one that demands the
gravest consideration of this Government, and may involve
consequences of & very alarming character.

First, then, sir, it 1s desirable to understand why it is that
the Yucatanese spply to vs for aid and an armed force ; and |
secondly, the terms upon which it is proposed that we shall |
lend our aid and assistance.  We are told, sir, that in Yoea-

tuin there exists a civil war, and that one of the parties en- | '

gaged in the contest applies 10 the United States for assist-
ance. This party 1s represented to be the existing Govern.
ment of Yueatan—a Gorernment that sends here the repre
sentation that she has no power to hold in subjection the op-
position existing sagainst it: and is incapable even of sup-

ces, is this temporary occupation to end ? Mr, President,
while we ere piaying upon the word “‘ temporary,” &) we not
mean, in reality, & permanency, a continuous occupation of
the territory ! ‘T'he facts and circumstances of the case justify
us in this interpretation, Who is to decide upon the period
when they will be able to take care of themselves’ This
question, in my opinion, is easily answered. T'he potion that
comes-here for aid do not mean to take care of thrmselves.
The boon they chicfly desire, as every gentleman wil learn by
reading the despatches relating to this matter, i, mt protec-
tion against the Indian race so much as against the Mexican
States.  They are most anxious to obtain at ou hands the
assistsnce requisite to repel aggression from the Usited Mexi-
can States, because of the rebellion they have entesed into and
the course they have pursaed, for whirﬂ they will s, as they
fear, visited with retributive vengeance by the remiining con-
federated States. The United Mexicans will not s much pro-
tect them as hold them hile for t ble desertion ¢
and this is the last thing they desire, as [ shall son show by
their attempts to frustrate the pending treaty. They want to
be protected against these States, instead of locking for pro-
tection from them. And this is not a matter of inference from
the evidence, but one of direct avowal in the most uneguivo-
cal language.

Now, Mr. President, T do not propose to dwell on or rea-
son upon these facts, for they speak a language plain, strong,
and conclusive in its character, needing no sid from argu-
ment. It is enough to state the plain history in its simplest
form, to show at once the issue which is raised. Me:ico is
chiefly feared, and the only remedy for this is, permanent oc-

porting itself aguinst that opposition ; and that the force arrayed

against it is so irressstible in its cliaracter that unless assistance |
is extended to them in order 10 drive it back, it will eventually |
overwhelm the Government, if it does not exterminate the |
white race altogether. That is the eul of the rep I
tation made on this subject.  That, aceording to the state-
ment of the commissioner, 15 the condition of the psrty which |
applies to us for assistance, Sir, it is said 1o be a contest be- |
tween races—casies of men. [ deny this, Mr. President. If

it be meant, when that sssertion is made, that there is an in-

surrection in which the whole lndian or indigenous race of
Yucstan are armayed ugainst the white population, [ affirm

that the contents of the documents upon our table justify no

such conclusion. On the contrary, one of the officers of our
own Government, Mr. McKenney, of the navy, in his des-
pateh points out the extent of this rebellion—the portion of |
the country in which it has and does rage, and the number of
the population engaged in it. He esumates the number of
these Indians thus engaged, including all ages and sexes, ot
one huodred and twenty thoosand. Now, it appesrs, as an
indisputable fuct, that the whole amount of this class of the
popuiation of' Yucalan is between five and six hundred thou-
sand. The exact amount [ am unable at present to determine
to my own satisfaction, but gentlemen ull around me estimate
it to be greater.  Of these five or six hundred thousand In-
dinus, then, only some one hundred and twenty thousand ae
engaged in an insurtection or civil war. The remainder are
passive and obedient to all existing law. [ deny then, sir,
that this is n war botween the races waged generally in Y uca-
tan. It embraces only an inconsiderable portion of the indi-
genous cr [odian race, and is not a general rising to extermi-
nate the whites. These emphatically confirm this
view. This same officer, (Mr. McKenney, ) s well as others,
mform us that the mixed race, partly Spansh, parily Indian,
have their sympathies and feelings upon the question in dis-
pute, which are decidedly with the Indians.

I might notice, sir, another fact stated by one of our own
officers in his despatch that this war was not commenced with-
out cause or provocalion given to the Indians on \he part of
those who appeal 1o us for aid.  Sir, we have heard but one
kide of the question, stated in soch terms und with such ag-
gravations as self-interest dictates,  Are these Indians at war,
s has been suggested, for the love of blood, or from a desire
to exterminnte their white sasociates, or is it because they bave
been wronged, and are now secking redress by force of armas

the raoe from time immemorial, but | may state their recent
wiongs, | may say that it was through their aid aud instru-
mentality that eleven thousaod of the Mexican troops, under
| the commaud of Santa Anns, in an invasion of the State of |
| Yucatan by the Mesican Government, were expelled from the
I borders of that provinee.  Sir, they may be ferocious, but if
the evidence is relinhie they are 8 brave snd fearless
In consequernce of tie aid thus farmished them IV'V the
sgninet their invaders, the Government of Yuestan promised
thew to remit the capitation tax—an odious, oppressive exac-
tion.  Their they Governor, ez, who, by one of their
provuncismentos, superseded one Barbachano holding the |
situation, refused 1 abide by the terms of his own agreement.
He gave orlers 1o Lave the tax eollseted, though he had been |
paid with blood for the remission ; a refaml followed, snd the |
consequance war, as lieat. Herndon, of the navy states,
mome of the lndians weore butchered. That is the WAY, Wi,
the war begun—in tad fuith snd eruel murder by Men- |
dez and bis party. T 4 Government refused to fulfil their |
solemn arrmogement enered into with this humble but brave |
ple, refusing the privilega which they had hasad with |
m- blood, and l'l-!lrlm:'.'. in, what mi;{l e r;t::ipﬂad from |
such treachery, a civil war.  That, sir, | understand to be the
present condition of thew racos—the arigin of the war.

ing our assistance, are represented in the despaiches not only

“A war, however, existed between her and the parent coontry,

| Sewte of Me
We find, sir, that these Y icataness, who come here solieit- l

cupation. We do not propose to lend aid to another Power,
but to take possession, or, in one word, to annex. | am
greatly obliged to the Senator from Michigan, who, Ithink,
in the eluborate argument which we listened to yeserday,
devoted himself mainly to the question which is really to be
settled. It is in fact a question of annexation, and we are
to decide whether we will sssume a permanent, lastitg juris- |
diction over the country, and take the responsibilitr which |
will come with it. That is the real inquiry. Sir, | cannot
avoid, in looking over these papers, in listening to the argu-
ments of gentlemen and their conclusions, with the probabfe
consequences, calling 10 mind some of the history of this
Government. 11 is a recent matter that Texas wasintroduced

et the posture of the former was such as to be comparatively
free from objection, "when she asked for annexation, and yetit
produced s calamitous war which is not yet ended, nor is it
ot all certain when it will be; a war that is wasting the va-
lusble lives of our citizons, and loading us with an accumula-
tion of debt which will us for mony years, [t is wo
manifest to admit of doubt, that if under existiog circum-
stances we enter Y ucatan to settle domesltic quarrels, and ﬁu'
the purpose of establishing our suthority there, we shall be in
the grestest dang i pling the negotiations now guing
on and of perpetusting the war.

Bu I hg:}t.hm fur followed out chiefly the views of those
who profess to be influenced by bumanity  There are, how-
ever, other reasons alleged for the adoption of this measure
which throw all considerations of humanity into the shade.
Indeed I cannot help thinking that humasnity is already sub-
stantially laid out of the question, and we are meditating in
its stead an ambitious sggressive policy. Humanity, I fear,
has become n mere pretext to cover other designs.

The Senator from Michigan hardly condescended to notice
the argument of humanity, but placed himself on other, and,
in my opinion, more slarming and dangerous ground. What
did he undertake to establish in an elaborate speech as the doc-
trine which ought to prevail in this gountry ¢ Why, that we
shall possess ourselves of the whole coast along the Gull of
Mexico. Ido not know that he advised to direct interference
hy violence, bat, if I did not misunderstand him altogether,
he thought it wise und uﬁiﬂnt that the policy of this coun-
try should be directed to contingency with great earnest-
nese, It may be very convenient for this country to possess
the Gulf of Mexico, and we may have the greater security to
our borders as the result. A desirsble object, traly. But it
ia worthy of the consideration of the Senate whether it is ex-
pedient to omit the peace of this country and wade
through Llood and desolation to'the sttainment of such an
object.  Whether, in a word, it is desirable to provoke hos-
tilities with countries capable of doing us much greater mis-
chief than Mexico. .

I was not, Mr. President, quite able to see the force or jus-
tice in the reasoning adopted by the Senator from Michigan.
He sketehed at much length the geographical position of Mex-
ico, also of Cuba, and the breadth of the chanpels leading into
and out of the Gulf, and enjoyed by the commerce and navi-
gation of the world. He proceeded to extend his ideas, sir,
in proportion to the extent of his sulject, shadowing forth
views of our glory, of our brilliant duﬁ?y. and of the neces-
sity which existed in order to the continuance of that glory
and prosperity of taking ion of the gulf coast to make
room for the trade and population of this country. Did he go
far enough, sir 7 If the honorable gentleman could acquire
all he aims to possess, embracing the coast of the entire Gulf
together with Cuba, would his object be ed P Would
commerce and navigation then be put of the reach of Enghsh

r? Lookat the track of trade and you will find that the
est India and Bahama Islande are all in the way to your
primary ownership. There is as much and more necessity for
possessing them as for possessing either of the other points
alluded to.  In one channel, the great highway of our trade,
lie the Bahamas, with every means of annoyance, good harbors
and abundant resources, and in the other, Jamacia, equally
potential, and as controlling from position as Malta is in the
Mediterianean,  'What will he do with another difficulty that
exists * He proposes to possess himself of Yucaun, Very
well, where is Belize, and who possesses it ? This colony lies
in the limits of Yucatan, and is possessed by the English, not
a8 maruders, as hae been thrown out, but under lawful title.
They have undouhted possession of that country, and that
I ion is med by all the solemnities of a treaty of
ancient date.  Who that has been attentive to the history of
commerce and navigation does not know that the Evglish have
had establishments upon the waters of the Bay of Honduras
for centuries *  For a period of eighty years they held juris-
diction over a considerable portion of the Mosquito coast. At
the time of the teaty of 1783, which established the ind

ing of their own free will our friendship, association, and pro-
tection ! Sir, the time will come, if we so conduct our al-
fnirs, when will eagerly ombrace us, and desire to belong
to a family of States where such principles find root and grow
to maturity. My word for it, sir, this is the uywoag’m
nutions, and vasily more effective than the bayonet. What
hes England done in the six hundred years she has held E.—
sesgion of Ireland to harmonize and reconcile the ? Has
she conquered and subdued their fiee spirit ¥ Has she recon-
ciled them 1o Ihlmt’lm l):h Is lulall;fo:.ﬂl.:oﬂn: and re-
bellious to her a ot this day * e nol remem-
ber that she was subjugated by m{;uu, and feel the degra-
dation now *  Will Poland forget, even it her condition is or
should be improved, to foel that she is the victim of ambition ?
No, sir, the sword is the most dangerous of ull ties of union ;

eflaced.

Mr. President, the Senator from Michigan is endeavoring
to harmonize the ambitious love of conquest with the gentle
spirit of a froe Government, which aspires not to the glory of
arms, but to the elevation and improvement of our race. No-
thing can be more incompatible with the genius of fiee insti-
tutions than the interposition of military force. It has at all
times been the deadly enemy of popular liberty. I say, there-
fore, that every proposal to extend our territory or principles
by force is greatly to be deprecated. Whoever does it labors
under a great mistake, if, us the friend of public liberty, he
attempls to eografl ppon us the feudal notion, the ancient
idea, that power is to bk obtained and principles :
by force of arms, by the shedding of blood. That sir,
does not belong to our institutions ; it does not belong to a
generous, but to a sellish spirit. It does not belong to free-
dom of conscience, or to a philanthropy which aime to elevate
and improve mankind, and we ought to repudiate it. Give
us peace, Mr. President, so that men may pause, reflect, and
examine into their rights, and eonsider the means by which
they are to be maintained, and the methods by which the
grievous burdens which have been loaded upon them by wars
and by an unnatural socisl organization, may be mitigated or
totally removed. It has already been demonstrated, sir, that
all youneed to do, is to let thehuman mind become acquaint-
ed with its own condition and high destiny. What has al-
ready taken place in many parts of Europe will be repeated
elsewhere. e beheld there but recently the arms fall from
the hands of the soldier, the sword from the hands of the offi-
cer, because the people have been wise enough to see where
their common prosperity lies ; and that the means by which to
secure it are not te be found in arms or the shedding of each
other’s blood. Never was there a greater mistake made than
when this coantry took thatsititude. Gentlemen are congra-
tulating themselves on our increasing power and glory, the
result of the bravery of our citizens. W ho, sir, ever doubted
the valor and courage of our citizens in & cause which de-
mands patristic sacrifice ! Insuch a cause it is not (oo much
to say that they are invincible. They are slways strong when
they act from convictions of right ; but whatever success may
attend us in prosecuting wars of conguest, the result will as
certainly roin us as it did Rome.

8ir, there is another difficulty which seems to trouble the
minds of muny gentlemen. England, say they, isambitious;
‘England is strong and powerful ; England is for clustering
together nations and establishing in them her power and her
principles. Ishall do no more than justice to my own feel-
ings when [ say that I am often pained in reflecting upon
these considerations when I call to mind England’s history,
I am not unmindful of her aggressions, and of the pretexts
by which she has often possessed herselt of the territory of
others, nor of the manner in which she has demonstrated her
power when she has obtained possession. All this is o ob-
vious o admit of any Joubt or mistake. ‘When she is about
to commit an aggreesion, what does she do? She sets up
some plaosible pietext, claims she has been wronged some
way or other, and thueshe justifies not only the infliction of

dence of this country, in the general settlement made, not only
hetween Geeat Britain and the United States, but between
Great Britair, Spain, and France, a trealy was agreed opon
between Spain and Great Britain, in which & provision was
inserted nuthorizing Eugland 10 cccupy and eujoy forever this
country called Belizo for the purpose of cutting logwood.
That right they bave enjoyed until the present time. When
my learned friend prop to di ## the Yucat of
their country and to aanex it to the United Sustes, because
the safoty of our trade demands it, I desire to know whether
he means to annex Belize, and if this is intended by the bill *

Mr. WESTCOTT., The honorable Seuater from Massa-
chusetts misunderstands that treaty if he supposes it grants to
Great Britain any of the sovereignty of the couniry. Itmerely
grants her the right of eutting logwood.

Mr. DAVIS, [ am under no misapprehepsion with regard
to that treaty. I stated that its torms were such s to authorize
the English to reside there and cut logwood—a grant of the

¥ » but conquests which she makes perpetual. She
begine just us we are preparing 10 begin with Yucatan, by
helping the weaker party, Rowe did that, sir, and it was a
favorite policy by which she overrun Asia, Africa, and Eu-
rope. Whao does not know that s very large portion of the
Roman Empire was annexed by this process’ A party or
faction, incapable of protecting itself, sent to her for assist-
rance, offering, perhaps, the sovereignty asa consideration for
her nid.  Of course the aid was given, and the severeignty
claimed as the reward, whether offered or not: and thus
kingdom after kingdom were brought into subjection to her
power. England has spread her empire in the east by pre-.
cisely the same process.  The Senator from Michigan perti-
nem{y inquired when Englind puts her foot down in any
ploce does she voluntarily take it away > I fear she han sel.
dem if ever yielded territory which she thought to be useful
to herself. 'When Rome interfered to aid a wenker faction,
did she ever subsequently find a state of things existing which
induced her to relinquish her misnamed protection ! Never.

right of ssion made to them forever without li
They were authorized to build towns and occupy exclusively
this territory designated in the tresty ; hut, while authotized |
to do this, they were required to demolish all fortifications, [
know of nothing, however, in that treaty which forbids their
maintaining & navy as iarge ss they please, and auchoring it

here ; and how came she to be united to us as an integral
part of this Union ?  And what have been the consequences’
The facts surrounding that event were, in some respects, simi- |
lar to those now belore us, but in others dissimilar ; though |
on the whole, the question was much less pregnant with mis- |
chief than the one we are now to decide. She had been sc-

parated by relellion from the Mexican States. Nut only wus

she separated, but her independence had been recognised by

the United Siates and several Eurmpesn Gover , and

for herself, for several years, she had d an ind

dent jurisdiction orer the territury which she had conquered.

s

notwithstanding her assumed independence ; and it was said,
that if we should annex Texas we should slso assume th:
war, because Morico hud never surrendered or abandoned Ler
right to subject the rebellious State to her duty. That was
the ressonivg adopted.  And although the Presidont was
pleased to say in Lis first annual message, delivered in De-
cember afier his inanguration, that the annexation of Texas
was & bloodiess victory and a peacetul achievement, yet every
body knows and sees at this moment this country is involved |
in a war, wesling oor blood and trensure, produced by thatan- |
nexation. I kuow there are politicians who sometimes stand |
up—I do not know whether they believe it or not—and argue |
that annexation did not bring war with it. But [ give my |
friend, the Senator from the State of Texas, (Mr. Houvsrox,) |
fall eredit for his frankness upon this subject. He told us, in
so many wotds, the other dav, that it did bring war with it ;
and that we were now engaged in hostilities with Mexico in |
consequence of the act ol annexation. The same opinion
was expresseld Iy wome of the distinguished members on the
other side of (e chamber, in a debate which took place at the
last sossion. |

This opinion has been thus apealy avowed as s fact.  And Jl paople of the country. They sppoiot their own agents or |

if it were noy, there are other facte sustaining that declaration
too clearly to have uny doubt. [a there not, then, a resem-
hlance between the stare of affairs at the time Texas applied
for admission into this Union, with the state of sffairs now |
existing in relition to ¥ ueatan—a resemblance too identical lol
observation ' T'exas applied for sdmission when in & |
state of war with the States of Mexieo, eaused by her secession
and rebellion. Now, I do not say that a state of war exists
between Yucalan and the States of Mexico, but [ do say that |
Yueatan claims to have rebelled against the Mexican Govern- |
ment, and 1o consider herself, in consequence of that act, to |
be in a neutrsl pasition towards the United States, and o fear |
punishment from Mexico for disobedience ox soon as she s |r

able to inflict it.  Her course has not been marked by firm- |
fixed purpose in hersell.  After the commencement of the war, I
toEania Annn, the Dictator, aml co-operated with him, while
the day of disaster came—when defeat followed defent—and

ness of purpose or adberence to principle, but is mare the re- |
sult of eaprice or weskaess in Mexico than of fortitude m|
although some difficuliies existed betweon Mexico and Yoea-
tan, she valuntarily bowed her neck and gave in her adhesion
she bel'eved success would follow his arms, She claimed tobe g |
xieo, an integral parl of the s bt when
Mexico, in it grestest extremity, demanded the aid and ey
port of ull her eitizens, then it was that Yuecatan, ahandont |

| of peace, upon the

i e Belize, or otherwise using the waters fur its conveni-
ence. ‘There is nothing in the treaty which restrains Great |
Britain from thus using the ports, or employing them for any
purposes of navigation. The Belizo has the best harbors in the
whole conntry. 1, then, we do not anoex it, the Bahamas,
Iamaica, &e., have we got rid of Great Drituin or any other
country that has possessions in the Guif or upon the highways
leadiog to it 7 Have you warded ofl the dangers that the |
konorahle Senator a ! 8ir, he will not bave guined |
an inch towards his object. This treaty, 10 be sure, did notl
grant the sovereignty of the Belize to the English, but it gave

| them the privilege of maintaining their possessions there,

which is just us good a grant, for all practical purposes, as |
the sovereignty itsell, and any interference brings with it just |
as serions uences. | can see no difference whatever.
The Senator from Michluun diew ? very flattering picture i
of our future prosperity. He spoke of the person being now
alive that would bebold in the valley of the Mississippi, as I |
understood him, some one Imud.;d millione .r;f iubﬁﬁhnl-l, |
with all the wealth, grandeur, commercial activity that
would grow out of that vast industrial people  This he offer-
¢d as n reavon why we should press forward by any means
that could us, and under the declaration of Mr. Mon-
ror, if we can no better authority, giviog to it &n inter-
pretation which

possess unndm:‘im ::‘ﬂnn

of the country, first to make

room for our growth, aud, second, for foar of being inter- | a pri
or :opmmmurviem of policy v
swbitions Power, I think the Senator from Michigan has |

rupted in our trade and commerce by some other trading

mistaken the trae design and popular spirit of this Govern-
ment entirely. I speak of what it ooght 10 be, sir, and with
reference to the eloments of which itis composed. We are a
responsible Government, suling under the authority of the

delegates to Congress, and invest whomsoever they think
proper with a exercise of the constitutional provi-
sions for legislation, Now, sir, such a Government as th s,
whrein publie opinion is supreme, demands a siate of peace.
\ sagncious, enlightened, ve public mind can
alone be it only safe guide, as it is the soul of publie liberty,

it« breath, its witality, and this soul must be nursed in the lap |

of prace. It is not a Government that is to flourish under
the old idea of the monarchical and despotic Suates of Earope,
that true fame consists in a long and brilliant history of mili-
tary ﬂnﬂ?‘hmwur ! plu:] pa p:;u:'l
and roligious, sword, literally living and dying t
B;I.dr,whuh-_uh propagandiem worth ’ W’bnmll it
come to? We may, by unparalleled bravery and skill, raise
our flag in foreign countries, and, like the Romans, establish
what we call free governments, but all seed thus sown by
v-mu.-m.:aw. will, 1 fear, fail 10 produce the peace-
fui fi public liberty.
uil % ask, Mr, President, if it is not infinitely better to
B i el ady ) et
1 of upon
> i fullm-l“- of the Mi:u of qm:
d equal ? are not the doctrices o
:i:’.h;;:u:‘dr my carry the name of the republic to
South Americs, you may plant your standard entirely sround

| be improved.

ves can soquiesce in, 1o |

It was made, what was the answer > [t was,
that the condition of the people was improved, and Roman
institutions were better than their own, and remonstrance was
of noavail. And what is the answer of England when 1e-
monstrance is made concerning such aggressions 7 Her re-
ply is of -the samb tenor. We give you s better Government ;
you have greater security to your persons ; larger liberty than
before ; what bave you to inof *  That is the course
of reasoning adopted, sir ; and although it implies « wolation
of every principle of liberty, and an ufter disregard of the
opinions and happiness of others ; yet, in ambitious minds,
it is a jostificatim even of bloodshed. Are we not falling
gradoally into this same p 3 bringing both
upon our name and our principles ©  When we wish to ad-
vance our frontier a little, do we not find some plavsible pre-
text which we set up as an argument wherewith to satisfy the
world ’  Bat does it satisfy our own judgment 7 1f we were
to be placed in the condition of those we undertake fo annex
to ue, whether they will or not, would we be satisfied with
the same course—with a declaration that our condition would
Of this we prefer to be our own judges
We do not desire to have even happiness thrust upon us
against our will, nor do we admit that others have the tight to
decide questions for us and to compel our acquiescence,  Bir,
the great principle of safety every where is non-intervention,
The great and fundamental principle which lies at the very
root of public liberty, is the right of a people o judge for
themselves and maintain sueh institutions as they plesse and
in the way they please, provided they do not interfere wrong-
fully with others. They may lr.rl.huml to us, but if they
find happiness in maiotaini m, no means of violence
emplayed to demonstrale sach an eror ean be Jjustified. Ttis
a privilege of the free to et from conviction, but to furce
d pon others is a violation of the
first principles of freedom. [t is waid, Mr. President, that
there i daiger if we do not take jon of Yueatan, thet
anothier country will. Who is to do it 7 England it i
salil—ambitious England—and we are to seize it for fear she
will take posses-ion. Mr. President, let us proceed in such»
matter with deliberation, and act upon evidencé, England
might have done it long ago if she had desired it.  There are,
in the documents which are upon this table, however, some
;t'e_mamn which it is affirmed should be considered as con.
usive proofs of a on the part of Great Britain to
indulge in this nhmwm: zement. | find in these
| papers no proof whatever that the English Government, by any
act, movement, or claim, have set op any pretension to Yu-
catan. Thess warrant no such conclusion. Her
citizens at the Belize trade with all the castes and parties of
Yueatan when they como there fir that purposs, The whole
proof of such interference in any form, upon analysis, dwin-
dles into suggestions or insinuations which furnish no suitable
evidence to influence our minds. s it not worth while to stop
and consider our past history, before procecding further in our
aggressive oareor upon mere idle rumor ' What did the Sen-
ator from Texan tell you standing in his place the other day ?
What was said 10 us a year sgo by gentlemsn on the other
side of the chamber * It wauthis, that although it wae boldly
asserted in messages sent to this body, and published officially
through the country, that England would 1ake possession of
Texas if we omitted 1o do it ; although is was so often refter-
ated, by authority and without autherity, thet the poople be-
gan to believe it, yet the Senator, who from his official station
could not be otherwise than well infarmed upon the subject,
1 in sobat the whale aflsir to be a humbug, got
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the disgrace belonging to defeat and subjugation is seldom | of

| we rush into such folly, snd di

if all these Powers should meet in Yucatan,

tary or naval force, or both, in my opinion we would find our-
selves in u position from which to extricate us without a

mdnl relations would demand more wiu&oumuﬁ-
oderation than I am prepared to concede to the present Ad-

but ene can obtain. When we shall meet two of the old
Powers of Europe under such circumstances ; if the same am-
bitious desire of acquisition which influences us stimulutes
them, ean the question which will arise be discussed, or the
under be disposed of, without a rupture among thesparties
{ the doctrines of Mr. Montoe, 8s expounded by the Presi-
dent, are to be enforced as the established policy of the coun~
try, we shall be fortunate if we do not find ourselves arrayed
in war against Mexico, England, and Spain. Why should
e ifold blessi
which an indulgent Providence in store for us? The
Senator from Michigan would,say, perhaps, if in his seat, that
this arrival of Spanish and British aid at Yucatan was the re-
qnlld‘thnwﬁonnflbneoloniuu{ﬂqhmdhmﬁn,qnd
not direct assistance from those two great Powers
But euppose Great Britin i
think —sanction the

.
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same

ingular declaration in fhudupﬂdn-. H .'&n‘,
singu one o ¢ says
they (the Yucatanese) could and cheaply huve bought
the arma they wanted of the ish st Belize, but
forred to abtain them from the United States.
this statement, then, sir, these
encouraging this rebellion
Indians 1o prosecute this war are at the same lime will
sell arms cheaply and freely to the
be » more striking proof of the fact that all

=
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munition to the very men whom they wished to put down.
The President of the United States, in his message to us
advertinggo the doctrine advanced in 1823 by Mr. Monroe,
then the President of the United States, has taken occasion
twice or three times, in the course of that message, to say that
he considered this doctrine recognised by him in his annual
message (he year before last to be the esta policy of the
United States. He has not condescended to shadow forth
the interpretation which in practice he would give to that po-
licy, nor 10 state by what acts or opinions of this Government,
expressed in the forms of the constitation, it has received such
nmuznulg‘;uwthm&m that it is our establish-
policy. e Senator ichi, who is very to
see things through the Executive nngi:tn’m, while he a .P‘n
of the declaration of Mr. Manroe, does not consider it to be
the established policy of the countcy; but his whole t
is but a commentary carrying out this text. Mr. Pr t I
should be glad to notice in a suitable way this declaration, and
the construction given to it, but I have not the power left
which is requisite for that purpose, It must suffice for me 1o
remari that it has become in the minds of such as adopt it an
authority justifying any and all schemes of aggression or am-
bition, under the assumed pretension that we have a right so
far to regulate the affuirs of this continent as 1o i
who shall hold sovereignty here, and under what form of go-
vernvent.  This declaration was arrayed sguinst the settle-
ment of the Oregon question. It is now 1o be maintained
aguinst any European Power which may attompt to aequire
territory any where in thie vast new world. Yueatan has
offered her sovereignty to England on the same (erms upon
which she has proffered it to us ; supposo England avails her-
self of it, and becomes the purchaser of the country, or sup-
pose Yuestuu or any other State voluntarily delivers itself over
to England to be governed by her authority, then, sccording
to the views of the President, we not only have the right, but
are bound by an established policy, to interfere and expel
England, becanse we deny her right to colonize upon thi
éontinent.  'We who traffic in nations, and when we eannot
buy conquer them to make acquisitions, have a monopoly, a
patent right (o this peculiar trade, and hold the right to re-
strain others from engaging in it. Yucatan may sell heraelf,
but we alone have the nght to If England enters
Yucatan under the invitation of its Government, upon the
assumption that she too has a right to trade in
and we, denying this right, meet her there, how is a rupture
lobunﬂ:iui' } Il we stay away we may be content with a
war of words, bat if armed forces meet, and ours is, as it
must be, under the command of the President, how can he
avoid o’n.n'ymg out what bhe avows to be our established

Mr. President, can any reasoning illustrate more satisfacto-
rily, not only the folly but the peril of assuming toward
others such a posture as the President assigns to us’ No
Administration, down to the present, ever thought of giving
sach & construction to this declarstion. We bave in no in-
stance interfered with or objected 1o the arrangements of other
nations.

Mr. President, I feel eonfident that there must be some
misapprebension about the opinions of the President now, or
his sentiments have undergone some change. part
us o member of the House of Representatives, in o great de-
hate upon the Panama mision, some 1 years

In that debate, as vlllnd%snmqﬁ'
speeches then delivered, this declaration of Mr. Monroe
pied a large share of the attention of members, who eri
cised it very freely, and I recollect listening
:ud&.;::ulm.mu win o
ol not trust my memory in this respect.
wish 10 draw the attention of the Senate
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pare the views he then put
and judge for himeelf. A little ox
make the then existing state of things understood,
then, was the cause of that discussion * [ will briefly
mmh:{m it was this: some

or eight suddenly into ex i
thrown of the colonisl bondsgo of Spain, and
popular sovereignties for themeelves. -
sympathy, a kindly feeling for these States by
anxious to encourage
consistent with our own safety,
They believing it to
nious understanding, not only among
us, invited the United States to meet them at Pansma
Congrosa representing the sovereignties of this continent.
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and which is now threatenel, #o far s Southern volers are | 8% the weaker pariy, but 5« a pusillanimous miserable people, | ber vister States, took refuge under professsd neatrality. The | the of Mexico, you may hold through your great power ;p to excite the

£

concerned, with permanent exciusion from the Presidential
office.

This, my dear sir, 18 my plain and settled anewer to your
kind communieation, and [ wish you t make it known (o the
members of the mestiog of which you were chnirman, among
whom | see the names of many old friends, and recogriine the
voice of that powerful coonty which hns stood by me inevery
trial, from my first Senutorial election in 1820 10 my fifth and
Iast in 1844, and to which [ owe many thanks, which s ismy
ymenuon to make in person during the course of coming
sommer, : "

Respectiully, sir, your friend and fellow-citizen,
THOMAS H. BENTON.
To Wane M. Jiexson, Howard county.

VisSiTERS TO THE MILITARY ACADEMY.
_ The fullowing are the names of the gentlemen
igvited 10 aitend the examination of the Cadets of
the Military Academy, 10 commence on Monday,
the 5th of June :
1. ‘Hon. William Prescott, of Maine.
2. Hon. Dutee J. Pearce, of Rhode Isiand,
3. or Gen. J. McDaniels, of Vermont.
4,

10,
Ik .M

18 James ¥
18, Col. &D!:ﬁ
14, Col. A. W, Doniphan,

15. Dr. Ashbe!ll 8mith, of Texas.

utterly incapalie of deferding or protecting themselves, proof
of which will be found in the letter of Commodore Perry.
Lieut. Mason, who hasassciated with them freely, ealis them
a cowardly race, wnd another of our officers expromes it as
bis opinion that they are iucapabie of making any sabstantial
defence against the res.li'e fype arrayed against themn. At
page 17 of the same loepach jy je sald that, afler haviog
raised an army, and giving 1 it something like organic form,
a large portion of the <liwr. Jeserted. This is the general
character of the parly o i invited 10 assiet againet an lo-
dian foroe which the leas of this flying people bave never
magnified beyond four ©usand,

Sir, the evidence to which | have adverted i derived from
our own officers and the Vueatanese Commissioser, and l'l:'f
tlemen can easily safisfy themeelves by reading the papers,

I err in affieming that tis s not » :ro{ extermination be-
tween races, The Indians had just cause for revolt in the
bad faith of Mendez. We have seen that this refusal to remit
the eapitation tax led 10 bloodshed. The ambition of wily
leaders with their partians, alike devoid of good fuith and
patriotism, converied the struggle into a party contest, headed
by the former Governor on the one hand, and the man in

er on the other.  An officer in the navy declares them to
E'pamdﬂrd m partisan warfare, in which esch s~
wails the other with such firce as he can

posture which st occapies is equivocal, and affords little poof
of attachment ta principle or patriotism,  The President sn s,
in regard Lo the war with Mexico, that the relation of Yuertan
to the othee Mexican States, has hitherto preventsd the Unted
States from recognising her as su independent State, “he
President manifestly considers Yuocatan part of confederin)
Mexics, notwithetanding her professions of neutrality, ar! js
not alope in his ppinion.  One of the Senators on the cher
side of the chamber, states that the only ground npon wiich
the proposad intetference can be justificd, ie, that 8 war o jsig
between Mexieo pnd the United States, and Yueatan boin an
integral part of the Mexican Stiater, we have a right to eter
it with an armed fores, and to taks possession.  Accordig 1o
the argument, therefors, our right to interfere i derived >
the fuct that Yheatan is now a Mexican State, and belags
to the confederaty, and neither is u neutral nor an inde -
dent Sute, Heor position, therefore, is far Less favorabl for
annetation thanthat of Texas when she & for admivion
into our Union.. Texan was recognised by the United Sites
s an independent Btate before she asked for annexation yind
then wught ir, not only by ber Government, but the w oje
people requested it.  This was the posture of Texns. e
was in rebellion, and sois Yoeatan. The Government g
the peaple of Texas spproved of the messure, while ans s
facti m—n weak, contemptible minarity of the of "y
eatan, with the eivil powers falling, | believe actually faon
from their hands, demand it—not from regard to na, butfor
protection against their own fellow.citizens. They ek g to
wage 'war upon their neighbors in a civil contest against he
for the benefit of the few—while the only pretex of
ich we have to engage in such a contraversy, is foud.
e r :‘.‘ w:':d with Mexico.
1o assame the responsibi
W, which will prove 1o be nothing lr-in?
‘the war which we have heen exerting or-
an end. While, therefore, there is in my
features a resemblincs botwveen Toxas and Yuemn,

Yucatan, may amert your nuthority to Cu-
ne waﬂ’ India I’III Batama Islands,
done all this
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enlightened
m“mhw of and ancient d
o g powers of a great ancient dy-
nasty.  This is the work of peace, sir ; and does any one be-
lieve that if war had been continued moral could have
attained this ? This fs what to fiee ingti.
tutions ¢ to mind left to freedom of action ; 1o

I

of iree and |
principles iv a stats of peace, when [ see in a des- | wan
Austrin & mere volition of public sentiment |

Iublic mind here, and to foster the schome of
annexation. I do not mean to asert that I use his Ianguage
when I say it was a humbog, but | believe I do no injustice
10 his mesning. He vsed the genticr terms of diplomatie in-
tercourse, which was got up, no douls, for the express purpose
of alarming the people, and of exciting their a of
such an act on the part of England. This belief, he
10 understand, was encouraged, that it mj

dispatch to the weditated annexation, :, friend from Ma-
rvland, (Mr. Jomwsox,) among his reminiscences the other
day, referred to o speech made by the Senator from Texas at

precise
Texns discluimed. Bot, in making the disclatmer; he veed
language quite as significant, jroving that the whole matier
utterly without I Those, therefore, who
plumed themselves onthe discovery, that the of Lord
disclaiming all interforence, was o atic hum-
themeelves hu b

|

TIHH]

2%1 i’} ﬁ
]
f
i
%
3

[

The design was, that each Government should be represented '

by one or more diplomatic agents, and if any thing was agreed
upon, it shoold not be binding unless h'byﬂulrnu'
making powers of the parties.

They were to meet, as was esid, to commune, confer,
eonsult upon great questions relating to the
elevation, and i t of onr mee. None but moral

bayonets
or to

all principles
the aid of but
hey woulh comet

:

means wera thought of, Military force, swords, and
were not to be employed to propagate their
enforce their remsoning—all was pacifie,

were 1 find their way, not
i It was believed
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